Helping your
child to read,
write and revie




Supporting your child’s
reading and writing at home

Create a routine for learning and provide materials to motivate writing such as:

Notebooks to write their ideas and feelings.
Computers and/or netbooks.
Markers, pencils, highlighters and pens.

Dictionaries and thesauruses as references. These can be books or

found online.

Online resources such as online maps, encyclopaedias, weather sites.

Helping Children Learn at Home
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Asking your child
questions

e By asking questions you can support your child to:

¢ Share their enjoyment of reading and writing.

* Develop a better understanding about the characters or topics.
* Develop a sense of empathy for others.

* Develop their values, attitudes and beliefs about the world.

¢ Broaden their experience and knowledge of the world.

* Foster their imagination.

Consider the important points in what they are reading.




These are the types of questions your child might be asked at
school. You can include some of these questions when you talk
about reading at home too.

The following questions require your child to get clues from the text to answer:
How do you think the character was feeling?

How would you change the ending?

How would you describe the changes in the character/setting?

These questions require your child to refer back to the text:

What were the characters’ names?
What was the setting?
What did each character do?

What happened at the beginning, middle and end of the text?

The following questions require your child to think about the main messages:
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What do you think is the main message in the story or text?
Can you relate it to another event or issue?

Do you agree with the views of the author?

What is your opinion about the message in the story?

How could other people see it differently?

Helping Children Learn at Home




« Does it sound right?

Working out difficult words

It is important to give your child time and strategies to read or write any long or
unfamiliar words.

Before telling your child the word when he or she is reading, try these prompts:

Look for clues for the word’s meaning in the sentence.

Look at the word closely. Does it look like another word you know?
Can you break the word down into smaller parts?

Do the words before and after this word help?

Before spelling a word for your child when he or she is writing, try asking:

« Does it look right?



Share ideas about texts

Talk to your child about how you select books for your own reading. After your
child has read a text, encourage him or her to share insights, feelings and
understandings of the text.

Here are some ideas that may suit your child’s interests:

. Read about the author or illustrator at their website.
. Find and read another story by the same author.

. Follow the instructions from the text to create something, for example,
recipes, making models, or origami (Japanese paper folding).

. Read several articles together on the same issue to get more than one
opinion. Discuss the different views expressed.

. View a movie based on a book and make comparisons.
. Draw or paint pictures about the scenes or characters from a story.

. Make music to match the text
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Encourage your child to read or write with
a specific purpose in mind

Some ideas include:

* Read a book or film review.
* Listen to and view texts on the internet, MP3 or other digital audio players
* Read, collect, experiment with and write recipes to create a cookbook.

* Find out facts about the world

Use instant messaging to communicate with family and friends together.
* Keep a diary where your child can record events, feelings etc.

* Make and write greeting cards.

Write a shopping list for a recipe you and your child wish to make.

Capture video of your own review using a web camera, or the movie
function of a digital camera or mobile phone.

Play appropriate computer games that require reading.

Download podcasts to listen and discuss.

Join a blog to read and to make contributions together.



Family projects

Take the opportunity to involve the whole family in reading and writing. Some
family projects could include:

. Emailing friends or family members.

. Using social networking sites to communicate with family and friends.- child
protected

. Reading a book series together.
. Reading the instructions for a new item together to find out how it works.

. Recording family events or travel experiences in a journal or on an online
blog.

. Writing plays and performing them for family and friends.

. Reading, selecting and collecting news articles and creating an album about,
for example, a sporting team, pet type, or leisure activity. Find out some
sporting facts.
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. Solving crosswords, word puzzles, brain teasers, playing word games and
quizzes together.

. Browsing libraries and book shops together.
. Making a movie

. Following a map or brochure on an outing, including reading public
transport timetables and information signs at public sights.

There will be opportunities to attend Literacy
workshops during your child’s time at Cloughoge
Primary School




